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Bill Mullaney leaves his aged mother and sweetheart wife on

nis far:m in the middle west to enlist for the World War.

J~ McGee, a Kew York newspaper reporter, unattaohed and
"

heart whole and fancy free, also enlists and goes overseas.

his aged mother's mind and she fails rapidly in health.

True to his promise Jim returns and goes to the farm and upon

seeing Mary ~ediately falls in love with her, a feeling which how­

ever he keeps firmly looked within himself .knowing that her heart is

in France with Bill.

The mother, in her unbalanoed mental state, mistakes J~ in

his uniform for her own son and welcomes him home saying that she

has pEayed that she might once again see her boy in his wife's arms

and gently urges Jim and l.1ary together. To please the ailing mother
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Mary signals JUn to act the part which they do but as his arms en­

fo1d ~ry ~ha ~other's remaining strength ebbs away and she falls

to the floor dead.

When the mother has been laid at rest the questim arises

about the advisability of JUn remaining at the farm with ~ary but

the kindly village doctor sugges ts that J Un sleep in a room over the

barn as Iiiary really needs his help on t he farm and tilis plan is foIloweq

But the village gossips begin to talk and the two leading

scandal mongers make a trip to the farm to see for themselves if

possible just what is going on.

Mary, on the verge of a nervous collapse brought on by all her

grief faints just before the gossips' arrive at the fa.rm,'a.nd @im has

lifted;her gently and placed her on the com h. He is bending over

her as the gossips Cl.rrive B,nd look through the window. Jim gazing

at the unconscious form of ~I~ary cannot control h i~sel f and leans

over and gently kisses. ary full on the mouth. The sight of that

is all the gossips need and ,they rush back to the village to spread

the news of tre illicit love affair taking place between Mary and

Jim. And when JLll comes to the groce;ry s tor e later, the wife of

the shopkeeper refuses to wait on h~ at the same time making in­

sulting remarks about him and Mary. Unable to cops with a woman,

Jim thrashes her husband into an apology and then stalks out leav­

ing the store a wreck. The wife compels her husband to have Jim

arrested for assault and battery, and Jim is put into the country

jail.
The trial comes up and the enti~e village wrought up by the

evil tongues of gossip is against Jim. Just before the conclusion
•

of the trial when things look very black for J~, Mary, cognizant

of Jim's plight through the kindly doctor, bursts into the room
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and announoes that Jim had a perfeot right to defend her name fram_
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insult beoa~se they are betrothed and are going to be married. This

news whioh is a surprise to Jim as well as the Village turns the

tide in Jimls favor and the. trial ends in oongratulations for the

prospective bride and groom•

. On their wedding night Jim and Mary sit before the fiTe en­

grosse~ in their separate thoughts. Finally Jim rises to go to the

room over the barn but Mary tells him he has a right to stay in the

house. But Jim tells her that he is her husband in name and under-

\

stands why she married h~. It fs finally agreed that ~im will oc­

cupy the mother's room and so their married life begins.

A few weeks later a strange figure arriv~s in the village and

makes its way to the farm and peers in the window in time to see

what appears from the outside to be a love.soene between Jim and Mary

but whioh in reality is nothing more than a consultation over the

buying of a pieoe of farm maohinery.

That night, as Jim stands in his room looking out he sees a

figure slip into the barn and taking his revolver he goes out to

investigate. In the dim rays of an electrio flashlight Jim oomes

,

faoe to faoe wi~ Bill.
.

He has ot been killed but badly gassed and

made prisoner and only reoently released. He has heard in the vil­

lage that J~ and-Mary were married but ooul~ not resist ooming out

to have one last look at his wife and his old horse - then he was

going to return to the dead. But Jim tells him that he is not Mary's

husband and that her love has always been Billis and prevails final­
ly upon Bill to come to the house and stay for the night.

In the morning Jim brings the two together much to the surprise
and joy of Mary and while they are wrapped,.in each other I s arms,
oblivious to everything exoept that once again they have one another,
Jim makes his exit and slowly disappears up the road in the light of
the rising sun.
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